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2011 Semester of Service/Global Youth Service Day
“Speak Out & Listen Up”

Information Sheet for Site Coordinators and AmeriCorps Service Learning Ambassadors
What is Speak Out & Listen Up?

Speak Out & Listen Up is a 13-week curriculum during which students will explore ways that they can promote peace, hope and literacy.  Students will choose to create: (1) Books for Peace, (2) Plays for Peace, or (3) Poetry/Artwork for Peace.
Main Components of Speak Out & Listen Up

Grade Levels:  The curriculum kits have three grade-appropriate versions:   K – 2nd, 3rd – 5th, and 6th – 8th.

3rd – 5th grad6th – 8th grade
Start Date:  Projects should begin the week of Martin Luther King Day, January 17, 2011.
End Date:  Projects should end with events during the week of Global Youth Service Day, April 15-17, 2011.
# Sessions:  There are 12 sessions that must occur between January 17 and April 15th. The 13th session is a reflective session.  It is encouraged that students meet once a week to work on the project.  It is schedule to accommodate one week off for Spring break.  
Who Leads?  The site should designate an AmeriCorps member (or other afterschool educator, if need be) to lead the project in each class.  If multiple classes will be participating, assign a point person the responsibility of coordinating large culminating event for all classes.
What’s in the Kit:   Each CBO will receive two packets:

· P art #1: One Project Guide(s) per grades served (K-2, 3-5, and 6-8), one DVD with e-files of Project Guide(s) and Information Sheet.
· Part  #2: Two Books (Only 1 book for 6th – 8th), MLK Profile, Puzzle and Puzzle Template.  Additional supplies may be included.  
What’s NOT in the Kit:    Arts and Crafts supplies.  A mini-grant will be provided to purchase supplies needed for projects.  Programs are also responsible for making copies of various handouts.
Events:  There are two events your program must plan as part of “Speak Out & Listen Up!”:
· Event 1:   On March 2, your site will host a reading event in recognition of Read Across America Day.  The students doing Speak Out and Listen Up will help plan the event.
· Event 2:   On / around April 15-17 (Global Youth Service Day), your site will host a “Speak Out & Listen Up!” culminating event where students will showcase the projects they have completed.  
Press & VIPs:  Programs are encouraged to solicit press for their events, and invite local VIPs to attend.  See the sample Press Release and Letter to VIP in the Handouts Section.  
Be in the Loop!   NJ After 3 suggests that every Site Coordinator/ AmeriCorps member read the entire curriculum before students begin the project.  We also recommend weekly meetings with the classroom staff leading the project.   (see the “Meeting with Site Coordinator” pages for items to discuss).
Reporting: At the end of April, all programs must complete a report on SurveyMonkey.Com.   If you have any    
               questions, please contact your Program Officer.






