SCHOOL BOARD RESOLUTION
Supporting Continued Investment in New Jersey After 3
A Resolution urging the Governor and the New Jersey Legislature to continue funding New Jersey After 3, a statewide network of evidence-based comprehensive afterschool programs currently reaching over 5,000 children and their families in 35 schools. 

Whereas: New Jersey After 3 programs provide funding, training, technical assistance, content and other critical supports to evidence-based afterschool programs that serve over 5,000 students in 35 public schools, and any reduction in funding would deny the educational, workforce, and public safety benefits of high quality afterschool programs; and,

Whereas:  the hours of 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. are the times when students are most likely to experiment with risky behavior, and national studies document that students who participate in high-quality afterschool programs, like New Jersey After 3, help reduce juvenile crime delinquency rates and can save taxpayers as much as $12 dollars for every dollar invested, or between $1.7m and $2.3m per at-risk child; and,
Whereas: New Jersey After 3’s evidence-based model of comprehensive afterschool programs are directly aligned with the Governor’s priority of reducing juvenile and gang-related crime, keeping children safe during the most dangerous time for kids, from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.; and,

Whereas: New Jersey After 3’s evidence-based model of afterschool programs expand student learning time by 3 hours or 40%, and expanding learning time is one of the strategies for effective school reform identified by the U.S. Department of Education; and,

Whereas: There is a wide body of research documenting the academic and behavioral benefits of high-quality afterschool programs including a three-year evaluation of the New Jersey After 3 program which documented a variety of academic and behavioral benefits such as: statistically significant gains in language arts for students who participated two years or more; stronger study skills; average daily attendance rates of over 80% placing New Jersey After 3, “…in the forefront of afterschool programs nationally.”  The evaluation also found that students reported a variety of academic benefits such as: the program helped them to finish their homework more often, get better grades in school, read and understand better, solve math problems better, write better, and use computers to do schoolwork better; and,
Whereas: New Jersey After 3 programs are a critical to working parents because they provide a safe and structured ‘safe haven’ for students which allows parents to seek and maintain employment; and, 
Whereas: The need and demand for afterschool programs is so strong that recent polls have documented that 90% of New Jersey residents think that afterschool is important, 80% of New Jersey Residents support public funding for afterschool and over 400,000 children would join an afterschool program if one were available to them; and,
Whereas:  New Jersey After 3 has leveraged over $38,500,000 in private and other outside funding commitments, providing the State with a 46% rate of return on its investment and New Jersey After 3 costs less than half of what a recent national study documented as the average cost of a high quality program; and

Whereas: New Jersey After 3 programs represent a workforce of approximately 500 afterschool educators across the state; and,
Whereas: New Jersey After 3 programs provide $___ in afterschool investment to this community, providing a wide variety of benefits for ___ students and their families; and,

Therefore: be it resolved that the ________ [Board of Education/Municipality] strongly urges the Governor and New Jersey State Legislature to continue its vital support of New Jersey After 3 so that ___ children have access to these essential programs.

[Insert Official Language Here…this text is intended as a sample]
I, ___ [board chair], do hereby certify that I am the duly elected and qualified ___; witnessed by ___, [board Secretary] and the keeper of the records and of the official seal of ___, a [school district/municipality] duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of New Jersey and that the above is a true and correct copy of the Resolution duly adopted at a meeting of the [School/Municipal Board] thereof, convened and held in accordance with the By-Laws of the [School/Municipal Board] on [date] and that this Resolution is now in full force and effect.  
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have affixed my name as Chair attested to by the Secretary and have caused the official seal of [school/municipal board] to be hereunto affixed this day of <date>
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