[Name of Community – County/City/Town]

Afterschool Programs Need to be Protected!

By: [Your Name Here]

This situation is especially pertinent to residents in [Name of Community – County/City/Town] because there [is/are] [insert number] of New Jersey After 3 supported programs in our town: [list name of each agency and school] 
I work with [Or have a student in] the New Jersey After 3 program run by [Agency] in [School Name], and see firsthand how it improves student performance, keeps kids safe, supports hard-working families and has a positive impact on our entire school and community.  
Agency Staff Member: New Jersey After 3 program(s) help(s) hundreds of families in our community who could not afterschool program if our program had to shut its doors. Across the state, thousands of kids have a safe and caring place to learn and play each day; and New Jersey After 3’s funding and training supports hundreds of jobs, like mine, throughout the state.  This program doesn’t just impact the kids: it supports working families, provides local jobs, and contributes to [agency name]’s mission of serving the entire [Name of Community] community. 

President Obama and his administrative recognize the need for effective afterschool programs like New Jersey After 3.  President Obama has said, "We can no longer afford an academic calendar designed when America was a nation of farmers who needed their children at home plowing the land at the end of each day…Our children spend over a month less in school than children in South Korea. That is no way to prepare them for a 21st century economy. That is why I'm calling for us not only to expand effective after-school programs, but to rethink the school day to incorporate more time – whether during the summer or through expanded-day programs for children who need it."

Our New Jersey After 3 supported afterschool program is a great example of the type of program President Obama is hoping Americans work to expand. I recently learned that national studies demonstrate that children involved in quality afterschool programs, like our New Jersey After 3 program, are more likely to graduate high school on time, be better prepared for college, and will learn the skills they’ll need in the 21st century workforce. 
If Parent: These local program(s) help(s) hundreds of families in our community who would not have access to an affordable program if this state funding went away. Across the state, thousands of kids, like mine, have a safe and caring place in their school to learn and play until they get out of work each day. Thanks to New Jersey After 3, I’ve noticed my child is doing better in school, behaves better at home and in school, and is excited to go to school each morning. School is fun, and he/she is learning – that makes my job as a working-parent that much easier knowing that my child is getting the skills he’ll/she’ll need to be successful. I really value what New Jersey After 3 is doing to support my family and my child’s school.
All: New Jersey After 3 programs are not only effective, but they are also cost-efficient.  Because of private donations from corporations, foundations and individuals, taxpayers only pay a portion of the cost of the NJ After 3 programs in their community.  New Jersey taxpayers spend about $13,000 per child per year for public school. New Jersey After 3 expands daily learning time in those same schools by more than 40%, for only $1000 per child, or about $8 per child per day!
Families in our community rely on New Jersey After 3 afterschool programs.  These programs provide our neighborhood kids with a safe place to be while their parents are working, and produce real results.  A recent external evaluation of New Jersey After 3 documented student gains in the area of grades, homework completion, and language arts skills, in addition to emotional variables associated with staying in school!

Please join me in asking our state leaders to continue supporting a program that gets results and does it in a way that makes sense financially.  New Jersey After 3 is something that we should be expanding to help more families and schools across the state, instead of something that we are fighting to sustain. 
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