Letter From A Friend of Afterschool (Generic) for 

The Governor

Letter From A Friend of Afterschool (Generic) for 

Legislators

Note: The following letter outlines a sample letter to the Governor, and offers examples of different points your letter can convey.  Feel free to cut, paste and modify the text as it fits for your message.  The [bold type, bracketed] areas indicate the personal components of your letter. Use them as a guideline for inserting your own thoughts and words.  Also, please be sure to include how important it is for the State to do all they can to ensure New Jersey After 3 gets fully funded.

 

The address on the outside of your envelope should read : "The Honorable Chris Christie” Office of the Governor

PO Box 001 Trenton, NJ  08625

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

[Your Name]
[Your Address]

[Your City, State  Zip Code]

[Date]

The Honorable Chris Christie
Office of the Governor

PO Box 001

Trenton, NJ  08625

Dear Governor Christie: 

I ask that you continue to support State funding for New Jersey After 3. New Jersey After 3 expands learning time by 3 hours each school day for student in our community. These afterschool programs are proven to keep our children safe, improve student achievement, and support NJ’s working families. Our kids, communities, and New Jersey After 3’s ability to leverage outside funding – are ALL impacted by your support of these programs. As a New Jersey Taxpayer, I recognize these many benefits, and I urge you to continue your support. New Jersey After 3 keeps kids safe and ensures that working parents continue working fulltime to support their families. As a New Jersey resident, I know how vital these programs are to my community, especially during times like these. I urge you invest in them.

New Jersey After 3 supports a network of nonprofit-run, school-based programs that serves more than 5,000 children in 35 schools.  Its research-based program model leverages millions in corporate and individual contributions against its annual State grant. Its ability to provide critical support, while leveraging such a significant return, make it an asset to the State, and wise investment of taxpayer dollars.  
There are three primary reasons why New Jersey After 3 is so vital to our children, families and communities right now.  First, New Jersey After 3 programs keep kids safe when juvenile crime triples and children are most likely to experiment with risky behavior - the hours of 3pm to 6pm.  Second, as parents seek and retain fulltime employment during this recession, New Jersey After 3 provides them with an affordable alternative to making the agonizing choice between working fulltime or leaving their kids unsupervised after school. Last, New Jersey After 3 expands learning time by 40% each school day, and has external evaluation data that show it produces significant gains in the language arts skills, study skills and homework completion rates of students who participated for two years or more. 

New Jersey After 3 costs less than half the average cost of high-quality afterschool programs in the nation, and over the last 5 years, has secured over $35 million in outside funding - providing the State with a direct rate of return that exceeds 40%.  New Jersey After 3 has consistently raised more private sector funds each year, but this will not continue without sustained State support. Any further State reductions will leave thousands of kids on the streets after school.


New Jersey After 3 programs provide a safe and supportive environment where children can be safe, and learn and build the skills necessary to compete in the 21st century economy.  I realize that the State is facing significant challenges, however, this seems to be the type of investment our State should be making during these times.


Please continue to fully support New Jersey After 3!


Thank you for your public service. 

Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Phone Number]
[E-mail Address]
[Street Address]
Note: The following letter outlines a sample letter to your local legislator, and offers examples of different points your letter can convey.  Feel free to cut, paste and modify the text as it fits for your message.  The [bold type, bracketed] areas indicate the critical components of your letter. Use them as a guideline for inserting your own thoughts and words.  Also, please be sure to include how important it is for the State to do all they can to ensure New Jersey After 3 gets fully funded.
 

The address on the outside of your envelope should read "The Honorable [first name] [last name].

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

[Your Name]
[Your Address]

[Your City, State  Zip Code]

[Date]

The Honorable [Full Name of Legislator]
[District Office Address]
[Town], NJ  [Zip] 

Dear Senator Smith:

I ask that you continue to support State funding for New Jersey After 3. New Jersey After 3 expands learning time by 3 hours each school day for student in our community. These afterschool programs are proven to keep our children safe, improve student achievement, and support NJ’s working families. Our kids, communities, and New Jersey After 3’s ability to leverage outside funding – are ALL impacted by your support of these programs. As a New Jersey Taxpayer, I recognize these many benefits, and I urge you to continue your support. New Jersey After 3 keeps kids safe and ensures that working parents continue working fulltime to support their families. As a New Jersey resident, I know how vital these programs are to my community, especially during times like these. I urge you invest in them.

New Jersey After 3 supports a network of nonprofit-run, school-based programs that serves more than 5,000 children in 35 schools.  Its research-based program model leverages millions in corporate and individual contributions against its annual State grant. Its ability to provide critical support, while leveraging such a significant return, make it an asset to the State, and wise investment of taxpayer dollars.  
There are three primary reasons why New Jersey After 3 is so vital to our children, families and communities right now.  First, New Jersey After 3 programs keep kids safe when juvenile crime triples and children are most likely to experiment with risky behavior - the hours of 3pm to 6pm.  Second, as parents seek and retain fulltime employment during this recession, New Jersey After 3 provides them with an affordable alternative to making the agonizing choice between working fulltime or leaving their kids unsupervised after school. Last, New Jersey After 3 expands learning time by 40% each school day, and has external evaluation data that show it produces significant gains in the language arts skills, study skills and homework completion rates of students who participated for two years or more. 

New Jersey After 3 costs less than half the average cost of high-quality afterschool programs in the nation, and over the last 5 years, has secured over $35 million in outside funding - providing the State with a direct rate of return that exceeds 40%.  New Jersey After 3 has consistently raised more private sector funds each year, but this will not continue without sustained State support. Any further State reductions will leave thousands of kids on the streets after school.


New Jersey After 3 programs provide a safe and supportive environment where children can be safe, and learn and build the skills necessary to compete in the 21st century economy.  I realize that the State is facing significant challenges, however, this seems to be the type of investment our State should be making during these times.


Please continue to fully support New Jersey After 3!


Thank you for your public service. 

Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Phone Number]
[E-mail Address]
[Street Address]
